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can usually be educated to a low standard. The fact
remains however, thai- the two diseases rum the one into the
other, the- worst forms of imbecility passing imperceptibly
into the less marked cases of idiocy. One authority (Guy)
goes so far as to sttite that the main distinguishing feature
between the two diseases is that imbeciles possess the
power of speech, whereas idiots do not. The idiot, as a
rule, is more misshapen in body and in general he is less
developed than the imbecile. Most imbeciles are both intel-
lectually and morally deficient. They have a limited power
of acquiring or retaining knowledge. They cannot under-
stand or appreciate the value and uses of the customs of
society, or of human and Divine laws. They cannot control
their emotions and passions. But there is a small excep-
tional class which exhibit intellectual deficiency, without
seriously offending against morality, and a larger one
which combines the highest intellectual endowments with
utter incapacity, in the conduct of life.

" There is therefore an intellectual, a moral and a general

imbecility, as there is an intellectual, moral and general
mania." The form of imbecility which is most common.,
and most important from a medico-legal point of view, is
that which affects the intellect, the morals and the
prudcntiaV conduct of life. Persons who exhibit this
deficiency, profit by education, so as to form, and express,
simple ideas, read, write, and count, and to become
musicians, draughtsmen, or mechanics. They even attain
proficiency in some one accomplishment, but they do not
profit by the opportunities afforded thereby. In the same
disease some patients are fickle, and incapable of concen-
trating their attention, others methodical and persevering;
some are fit only for the coarsest and rudest labours,
while others, when daily assisted and guided, are equal to
the conduct of business arid management of property, for
they know the value of money and can give information
on matters with which they are conversant, but arc
unequal to emergencies and unable to sustain close
conversation. They are thoughtless, imprudent, uneasy,